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How many young people have prayed a prayer similar to that of Abraham’s servant – for the Lord to give them success in finding the right spouse (Gen. 24:12)! In fact, from finding a partner to finding a job, from building a business to building a life, people frequently pray for God to bless their efforts with success. Is that prayer legitimate for God’s people?


In a success-driven society, Christians often struggle with the place in purpose of success. Some believe that material success by its nature represents a compromise of spiritual conviction. Others, however, feel that success is actually a sign that God is pleased with them. Still others say that they are not interested in success, yet their claim seems to be an excuse for poor performance in their life. What does success mean for people who want to honor God in their lives?

There are no simple answers to these questions. The issue of success is complex and charged with emotion. In fact, in my own life to be results-oriented is a driving force in sharing the gospel with every creature. But perhaps the following three observations will prove helpful as you devote thoughtful consideration to the subject:

1. Success and faithfulness always implies striving to meet some set of standards established by some person, group or teaching.

2. The pursuit of success is always a personal choice. No one can make someone else pursue success or be faithful.
3. Obtaining success and faithfulness always exacts a cost – it takes our time, abilities and resources.

For Christ consider this…

In light of these principles, ask yourself three questions as you pursue, or refrain from pursuing, success: Who is determining what success means to me? What am I choosing by my pursuit of success? What price am I paying to achieve success?   


      If you enjoyed this e-devotion-time let us know. Reply I am blessed!
