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Do you celebrate the misfortunes of your enemies, especially when you feel that they are only getting their “just deserts”? It’s a natural human tendency to gloat over the downfall of the high and mighty. But is that the attitude that pleases God?


The people of Edom, Judah’s neighbor to the south, were delighted to hear the news of Jerusalem’s fall (Lam. 4:21). The Edomites were ancient enemies of the Israelites, despite a common ancestry (Gen 36:9). During the years of Babylonian domination, they took the opportunity to raid Judah and seize territory (Obad. 10-14). Later, after Nebuchadnezzar had deported the Judean captives to Babylon, he gave some of Judah’s land to the Edomites.

But God rebuked the Edomites for their mocking attitude. His exhortation to “rejoice and be glad” (Lam. 4:21) was spoken ironically. In effect, the Lord was saying, “Enjoy your gloating while it lasts” – because it won’t last long. Soon it will be Edom’s turn for judgment (compare Jer. 49:17-18).


The Scripture never encourages God’s people to be happy when others suffer, even if they deserve to suffer. The love of God teaches us “not to rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth” 1Cor. 13:6). Instead of gloating over the misery of our enemies, we should pray that somehow their circumstances will turn them toward the Lord and away from evil (Rom 12;14-21).
Consider this:

· Pray for your enemies in the midst of there fall.

· Stand ready to be a light in their darkness.

· Remind them of the temporal nature of this life.

· Be always ready to point them to Jesus the Light of the world.

